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My name is Gloria Steinem. I am a writer and editor, and I am curre
council of the Democratic committee. (...)

During 12 years of working for a living, I have experienced much of the legal and social
discrimination reserved for women in this country. I have been refused service in public restaurants,
ordered out of public gathering places, and turned away from apartment rentals; all for the clearly-stated,
sole reason that I am a woman. And all without the legal remedies available to blacks and other
minorities. I have been excluded from professional groups, writing assignments on so-called
“unfeminine” subjects such as politics, full participation in the Democratic Party, jury duty, and even
from such small male privileges as discounts on airline fares. Most important to me, I have been denied
a society in which women are encouraged, or even allowed to think of themselves as first-class citizens
and responsible human beings.

However, after 2 years of researching the status of American women, I have discovered that in
reality, I am very, very lucky. Most women, both wage-earners and housewives, routinely suffer more
humiliation and injustice than I do.

As a freelance writer, I don’t work in the male-dominated hierarchy of an office. (...) I am not
one of the millions of women who must support a family. Therefore, I haven’t had to go on welfare
because there are no day-care centers for my children while I work, and I haven’t had to submit to the
humiliating welfare inquiries about my private and sexual life, inquiries from which men are exempt. I
haven’t had to brave the sex bias-of labor unions and employers, only to see my family subsist on a

median salary 40 percent less than the male median salary.

I hope this committee will hear the personal, daily injustices suffered by many women—
professionals and day laborers, women housebound by welfare as well as by suburbia. We have all been
silent for too long. But we won’t be silent anymore.

The truth is that all our problems stem from the -same sex based myths. We may appear before
you as white radicals or the middle-aged middle class or black soul sisters, but we are all sisters in
fighting against these outdated myths. Like racial myths, they have been reflected in our laws. Let me
list a few. .

That womgn are biologically inferior to men. In fact, an equally good case can be made for the
reverse. (...) However, I don’t want to prove the superiority of one sex to another. That would only be
repeating a male mistake. (...)

Another myth, that women are already treated equally in this society. I am sure there has been
ample testimony to prove that equal pay for equal work, equal chance for advancement, and equal
training or encouragement is obscenely scarce in every field, even those—like food and fashion
industries—that are supposedly “feminine.”

A deeper result of social and legal injustice, however, is what sociologists refer to as
“Internalized Aggression.” Victims of aggression absorb the myth of their own inferiority, and come to
believe that their group is in fact second class. (...)

Women suffer this second class treatment from the moment they are born. They are expected to
be, rather than achieve, to function biologically rather than learn. _

We are 51 percent of the population; we are essentially united on these issues across boundaries
of class or race or age; and we may well end by changing this society more than the civil rights
movement. That is an apt parallel. We, too, have our right wing and left wing, our separatists, gradualists,
and Uncle Toms. But we are changing our own consciousness, and that of the country.
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Gloria Steinem, declaration, in The “Equal Rights” Amendment. Hearings before the Subcommittee
on Constitutional Amendments of the Committee on the Judiciary, May 5-7, 1970.



/ If spending money like water was the answer to our country's problems, we would have no
problems now. If ever a nation has spent, spent, spent and spent again, ours has. Today that
dream is over. All of that money has got us nowhere but it still has to come from somewhere.
Those who urge us to relax the squeeze, to spend yet more money indiscriminately in the belief

S that it will help the unemployed and the small businessman are not being kind or compassionate
or caring. They are not the friends of the unemployed or the small business. They are asking us
to do again the very thing that caused the problems in the first place. We have made this point

repeatedly.

I am accused of lecturing or preaching about this. I suppose it is a critic's way of saying “Well,

10 we know it is true, but we have to carp at something.” I do not care about that. But I do care
about the future of free enterprise, the jobs and exports it provides and the independence it
brings to our people. Independence? Yes, but let us be clear what we mean by that.
Independence does not mean contracting out of all relationships with others. A nation can be
free but it will not stay free for long if it has no friends and no alliances. Above all, it will not

IS stay free if it cannot pay its own way in the world. By the same token, an individual needs to
be part of a community and to feel that he is part of it. There is more to this than the chance to
earn a living for himself and his family, essential though that is.

Of course, our vision and our aims go far beyond the complex arguments of economics, but
unless we get the economy right we shall deny our people the opportunity to share that vision
L~ and to see beyond the narrow horizons of economic necessity. Without a healthy economy we
cannot have a healthy society. Without a healthy society the economy will not stay healthy for
long. But it is not the State that creates a healthy society. When the State grows too powerful
people feel that they count for less and less. The State drains society, not only of its wealth but
of initiative, of energy, the will to improve and innovate as well as to preserve what is best. Our
1S aim is to let people feel that they count for more and more. If we cannot trust the deepest
instincts of our people we should not be in politics at all. Some aspects of our present society

really do offend those instincts.

Decent people do want to do a proper job at work, not to be restrained or intimidated from
giving value for money. They believe that honesty should be respected, not derided. They see
crime and violence as a threat not just to society but to their own orderly way of life. (...) If our
people feel that they are part of a great nation and they are prepared to will the means to keep
it great, a great nation we shall be, and shall remain. So, what can stop us from achieving this?
What then stands in our way? The prospect of another winter of discontent? I suppose it might.

But I prefer to believe that certain lessons have been learnt from experience, that we are coming,
35 slowly, painfully, to an autumn of understanding. And I hope that it will be followed by a winter
of common sense. If it is not, we shall not be—diverted from our course. To those waiting with
bated breath for that favourite media catchphrase, the “U” turn, I have only one thing to say.
“You turn if you want to. The lady's not for turning.” I say that not only to you but to our friends
overseas and also to those who are not our friends.

Margaret Thatcher, Speech to the Conservative Party Conference, 10 October 1980.



